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Event Announcements 
By: Dagoberto B. Ramos 
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University Deadlines: 

¥4/19: Deadline to drop without college 

deanÕs signature 

 

Seminar Series: 

¥4/10: Rosaura Padilla, University of 

Pennsylvania. Title TBA  

¥4/24: Kim Janda, Scripps Institute. 

ÒInterfacing Chemistry with Biology to 

Discover Molecules with FunctionÓ 

All seminars take place in HSCI-100 from 

4pm-5pm 

 

 

SAACS: 

¥4/9 @ 5pm: 3rd SAACS meeting with guest 

speaker from Kelly Scientific. Location: 

HSCI-105 

¥4/19 @ 12:30pm:  2nd Annual Resume 

Workshop. Location: HSCI-101  

¥4/20 @ 9:45am: Beach cleanup. Location: 

Belmont Shore - Ocean and Granada. 

¥4/23 @ 12pm: Earth Day Periodic Table 

Bake Sale. Location: MLSC Patio 

¥4/30 @ 5pm: Last SAACS meeting for the 

semester. Location: HSCI-105 

 

Career Development Center: 

¥4/8 @ 2pm: Interviewing Techniques 

¥4/9 @ 12pm: Elevator Pitch Essentials 

¥4/10 @ 12pm: Job Search Success Using 

LinkedIn 

¥4/11 @ 1pm: Choosing a Major 

¥4/12 @ 12pm: Resume Writing for Education 

Majors 

¥4/15 @12pm: Diversity Leadership Luncheon 

¥4/15 @ 1pm: Applying to Graduate School 

¥4/16 @ 2pm: Interviewing Techniques for 

International Students 

¥4/17 @ 12pm: Government Jobs 101 

¥4/18 @ 1pm: Writing a Federal Government 

Resume 

¥4/22 @ 12pm: Green Employers 

¥4/23 @ 2pm: Managing Your Personal 

Finances for Your Career 

¥4/25 @ 1pm: Choosing a Major 

¥4/25 @ 6pm: Careers in the Wine Industry 

¥4/29 @ 12pm: Search and Secure an 

Internship 

¥4/30 @ 2pm: IÕm Graduating - Now What? 
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Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Eric Marinez  
By: Jacqueline Dominguez; Editors: Dagoberto Ramos, Brandon Graham 

 
 A native of Southern California, Dr. 

Marinez grew up in the city of East L.A. His 
journey into the world of science did not begin 
from an early age, as he puts it, Òthings just fell 
into placeÓ. An avid reader, Dr. Marinez enjoyed 
learning about different subjects, which led him to 
be particularly interested in Math and Chemistry. 
After high school, Dr. Marinez attended California 
State University, Los Angeles, where he received 
both his undergraduate and masters degree in 
(physical) organic chemistry. Initially interested in 
becoming a pharmacist, Dr. Marinez never 
intended in pursuing a career in chemistry, let 
alone a career as a chemistry professor. However, 
this changed when he met his first mentor, Dr. 
Carlos Gutierrez. Under Gutierrez, research 
kindled Dr. MarinezÕs interest in chemistry as a 
career because he became fascinated with the 
notion that Òscience is a creative process that 
advances further knowledge.Ó While obtaining his 
masters, his affinity for chemistry and natural 
ability to teach drove him to pursue a Ph. D. to 
become a professor of chemistry. ÒI always felt that 
it was important to give back what I received. I 
received strong mentorship.Ó ÒI witnessed the value 
and what it could do to students,Ó says Marinez. 
After graduating from CSULA, Marinez received a 
Ph.D. from USC where he worked with Dr. George 
Olah, recipient of the 1994 Nobel Prize in 
chemistry, and then post-doc with Nobel Laureate 
Dr. Robert Grubbs at California Institute of 
Technology. Like many students, Dr. Marinez 
faced many struggles along the way, such as time 
management and that treacherous feeling of 
insecurity and possibility of academic failure. ÒI 
really had to put things into perspective.Ó ÒMy 
education was my responsibility.Ó As he explains, 
having strong mentorship and family support was 
key to his success.  

 

Dr. Marinez began teaching at CSULB in 
2003 and currently teaches: Organic Chemistry 
320A/B, 322 A/B, and graduate courses, 
physical organic chemistry 521, and catalysis 
524. He strongly encourages his students to 
study the material presented in class before and 
after his lectures in order to ensure success. In 
addition, he teaches two College of Natural 
Science classes: NSCI 190 and the very new 
NSCI 390. These classes are targeted to 
freshman and transfer students who want to 
learn about the breadth of different resources 
and programs offered by the school for 
academic success. In addition to teaching, he is 
also a principal investigator for two major 
training programs at CSULB, the Department of 
Education funded Hispanic Serving Institution 
(HSI STEM) and the National Institutes of 
Health Hispanic Health Opportunity Learning 
Alliance (H2OLA). These programs are geared 
to Latino students who are majoring in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics (STEM), 
or health; they assist students with their 
academic goals in various ways (ranging from 
free tutoring/mentorship to free scholarship 
money!!).  
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Fun Facts: 
 

• Favorite music artists: Eddie Palmieri, War, 
Rolling Stones and Led Zeppelin.  

• Went to college on with a music scholarship. 
• Plays trombone. 
• Favorite movie: Gladiator with Russell 

Crow 
• Has two dogs, a Chihuahua/ Shih Tzu mix 

and German Shepard 
• Has three children. Two boys, Eric Jr. and 

Nathan and one girl, Justine  
 

CLICK ON THE IMAGES BELOW FOR THEIR FACEBOOK PAGE LINKS! 
 

Aside from teaching and mentoring, Dr. 
Marinez also has a research lab. He has two 
active research projects. The first project 
emphasizes catalysis using Lewis acids and 
superacids. This research is a collaborative 
effort with the University of Southern 
California. The other part of his research lab is 
working in designing tripodal receptors for 
molecular recognition of anions. If youÕre 
interested in joining his lab or want more 
information about his programs, email him at 
eric.marinez@csulb.edu  
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Scholarship Opportunities 
By: Brandon Graham  

USRA Scholarship       Prize: $400-$1000 
Description: To be considered for one of the four USRA Scholarship, applicants must be full-time undergraduate students 
attending a four-year accredited college or university that offers courses leading to a degree in physical sciences or engineering. 
Applicants must have completed at least two (2) years of college credits by the time the award is received, must have a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher, and applicants must be U.S. citizens. 
Deadline: June 1, 2013 through August 1, 2013 
Website: http://www.usra.edu/about/outreach/scholarship/ 
 
Xerox Technical Minority Scholarship     Prize: $1000-$10,000 
Description: The Xerox Technical Minority Scholarship is a need-based program that provides funding to minority students 
enrolled in one of the technical sciences or engineering disciplines. Applicants must be full time student with a cumulative GPA 
of 3.0 or higher. This scholarship is for minority students who consider themselves Black, Asian, Pacific Islander, Native 
American, Alaskan, or Hispanic. 
Deadline: September 30, 2013 
Website: http://www.xerox.com/downloads/usa/en/q/qualifications_and_process_steps.pdf 
 
The Gallagher Koster Health Careers Scholarship Program   Prize: Varies 
Description: The Gallagher Koster Health Careers Scholarship Program was established to provide outstanding, 
financially-needy undergraduate students with the financial assistance they need to pursue their health-related career. Open to 
students entering their junior and senior year of undergraduate study who have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and who best 
demonstrate the program standards, which include: a strong motivation to pursue a healthcare career, academic excellence, a 
dedication to community service, and a need for financial support of their education. 
Deadline: May 3, 2013 
Website: https://www.gallagherkoster.com/scholarship/ 
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Career Explorer 
By: Jacqueline Dominguez 

Ever wonder what you can do with your professional science degree? 
Tasks: 

• Maintain laboratory notebooks that record research methods, procedures, and results; review, approve, and interpret findings. 
• Plan or conduct basic genomic and biological research related to areas such as regulation of gene expression, protein interactions, 

metabolic networks, and nucleic acid or protein complexes. 
• Extract deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) or perform diagnostic tests involving processes such as gel electrophoresis, Southern blot 

analysis, and polymerase chain reaction analysis; evaluate genetic data by performing appropriate mathematical or statistical 
calculations or analyses. 

• Prepare results of experimental findings for presentation at professional conferences or in scientific journals. 
• Supervise or direct the work of other geneticists, biologists, technicians, or biometricians working on genetics research projects. 

 
Tools used: 

• Electron guns Ñ  Phosphorimagers 
• Microbiology analyzers Ñ  Flow cytometers 
• Notebook computers Ñ  Laptop computers 
• Robotic or automated liquid handling systems Ñ  Robotic liquid handlers 
• Temperature cycling chambers or thermal cyclers Ñ  Polymerase chain reaction PCR equipment 
• Computer Programs used: microsoft excel; linux and UNIX; bioinformatic database; SAS genetics 

 
Education Level: 

• Science related masterÕs or doctoral degree  
 
For more information about this career or others in this field log onto: 
www.onetonline.org  
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The Fume Hood 
By: Jacqueline Dominguez 

ÒA place where your noxious thoughts can be carefully filtered 
and fed back to the public!” 

 
 
Last months winners are: 
Benny Lee and Tanna Marie!!  
 
 
This monthÕs poll question: 
 
If you can bring back any chemist from the dead, who 
would it be and why? 
 
 

 
 

Let us know on our Facebook page. 

Chemistry for Today’s World 
By: Cindy Pham 

“Your chemical connection to today’s world” 
 

A lab at the University of California San Francisco 
regenerated a kidney and transplanted into a rat. This 
regeneration is a step forward towards developing 
synthetic organs.  
 
http://www.nature.com/news/lab-grown-kidneys-
transplanted-into-rats-1.12791 
 
 
Analysis of the neurological system  and viewing the 
tissue insde the brain is a difficult task. Dr. Keith 
Deisseroth of Standford University has developed a 
method for developing brain tissue into viewable 
imagery.  
 
http://cen.acs.org/articles/91/i15/Chemical-
Method-Makes-Tissue-Transparent.html 

Chem-tertainment 
By: Briana Nickol 

 
N V S U I Q G M E K A Y P H U 
W O N K B D B E B Q R G O N N 
M W I B I O S Y N T H E S I S 
X E E T A K B L S E G E T P S 
K N T B A K K I Q N L S T E D 
Q O O A E D M D U Z Y W E P I 
N B R C B E I C N L C X H T P 
Q O P G H O L X A U O F E I I 
Q G R C A E L T O N L U P D L 
Y T O T O N A I I K Y W E E A 
N I Z T N C I M S S S E A Z C 
B G I B F I A C N M I U C Z I 
N D M E M B R A N E S D M E D 
E H V E T O Y R A K U E N Q H 
E Z J C N O B R A C B O N D S 
 
 

ACID CATALYST INTRON OXIDATION 
AMINO EUKARYOTE LIPIDS PEPTIDE 

BIOCHEMISTRY EXON METABOLISM PROTEINS 
BONDS GENE NUCLEOTIDE BIOSYNTHESIS 

CARBON GLYCOLYSIS ORGANIC MEMBRANE 
 

This Month in ChemHistory 
By: Brandon Graham 

“The only reason for time is so that everything doesn’t happen at 
once.” Albert Einstein 

 
• APRIL 4- Synthesis of vitamin B6 was announced by 

Merck, Sharp & Dohme in 1939. 
• APRIL 5- Marshall Gates and G. Tschudi announced 

synthesis of morphine in 1956 
• APRIL 7- New law established metric system and 

nomenclature in France, 1795 
• APRIL 14- NASA's Nimbus III weather satellite made 

first civilian use of nuclear batteries (radioisotope 
thermoelectric generators), 1969. 

• APRIL 15- Albert Ghiorso announced the discovery of 
Rutherfordium (Rf, element 104) at the University of 
California, Berkeley, in 1969. 

• APRIL 20- American Chemical Society organized, 
1876, in New York City. 

• April 27- Albert Ghiorso et al. announced the 
discovery of element 105, produced by bombardment 
of californium-249 with nitrogen-15, in 1970. 

 

Like us on Facebook at: 
http://www.facebook.com/
thebeakercsulb 
 


